CHATTERIS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Grove  House , 
CHATTERIS  ^ 
CamUs . 

D.  Charlesworth,  M.C.,  September ^ 1959 « 

A Hv-  o I cC  oE  o j M oinst  .Mun  oE  . 


Hrs . Barrett  and  Gentlemen ^ 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  A^nnual  Report 
upon  the  activities  of  my  Department  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December  5 1958. 


Y our  s f a i thf ul ly , 


Engineer,  Surveyor 
and  Public  Health  Inspector 


s)  Public  Health  Acts.  ' . , 

Generally  informal  approach  to  the  responsible  persons 
to  ens'iyr’e  remedial  actions  necessary  have  produced  results. 


Remedy  of.  defects  durinn'  the  year  without  service  of  formal 

3^0 1 IL  0 e eo  oooo.oococ.  CO  coooo.  CO  voooo'oooeooo.  .000000.00000000.  9^9 


Procedures  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  . 

Number  of  nuisances  in  respect  of  which  notices  vifere  served  and 
defects  remedied  .o.oo<.coooooooooocoooooooo».ooooo.ooocoooo  NIL 

b)  Food c 

Since  the  de-rationing  of  meaty  regular  weekly  inspection 
'of  slaughtered  carcases  totalled  100  percent  of  the  kill.  Most 
of  this  work  Avas  done  after  normal  office  hours, 

* The  slaughterhouses  in  operation  total  five  and  are  v/ell 

kept  and  in  good  structural  order.  During  the  year  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  withdrew  permission  for  the  use  of  four 
slaughterhouses  for  the  deadweight  certification  of  pigs. 
Generally  the  butchers  are  to  be  commended  on  the  supply  of 
good  quality  meat  and  the  quantity  of  meat  condemned  is  small y 
totalling  only  1648  lbs.  from  all  causes.  A minor  quantity  of 
timed  food  was  accepted  for  disposal  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 


The  premises  of  food  retailers  have  been  inspected  and 
found  generally  satisfactory.  An  increase  in  the  standard 
of  iiygiene  has  been  apparent  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  standard 
will  continue  to  rise  particularly  in  the  sale  of  goods  wrapped 
and  sealed  to  prevent  contamination.  .There  Y'lere  no  food  poisoning 
outbreaks  reported.  Inspection  of  ice-cream,  producers  and 
retailers  are  made  and  satisfactory  conditions  of  sale  prevail. 

The  greater  part  of  ice-cream  and  frozen  fruit  juices  are  produced 
outside  the  district  and  retailed  wrapped  or  cartoned  by  v/ell- 
knov.m  branded  f orm.s . This  results  in  the  production  of  an 
efficient  and  carefully  controlled  miaterial. 


-bour  food  preparation  rooms  have  been  reconstructed  to 
coroformi  to  the  best  principles  of  hygiene. 

c)  Rent  Act . 

Reasonable  progress  continues  to  be  made  without  the  use  of 
legal  procedure. 


d)  Housing . 
Council  Houses 


occunied  at 


Willey  and  Curt  . . . . , . . . . . . . 
elve  ...0.00000000.00000.0. 

^6urin.oj-  rei-d.  ...ooooooo..eoo.e 

Wood  Street  and  London  Road 


llorn-j  .00.00 
7/estbourne  , 
St.  Martin's 
Tithe  Lstate 
New  Road  . . . 
Queen sway  . . 


eeoeooooooococoo 

• •6o«»eooooooooo 

Road  and  Close 

• cooeeoooecAoc* 

• c«ooecooeoeoooo 

ooo&eococo«ooeoc 


o o e o o 


o o o e o 


o.  54 

. o 18 

. o 46 

c . 22 

. o 52 
..  133 

..  27 

O . 110 

o . 23 

o o 26 


Total 


511 


2 


Sites  acquired  and  available  for  'buildinp;  31 ; 12; 58 


Station  Road  - Station  Street  corner 
Rew  Road 


eoocccooooooooo 


Grand  Total 


Nine  private  and  eight  council  houses  and  bungalows  have  been 
completed  during  the  year.  Subsoil  drainage  and  grassing  of  the 
open  spaces  remain. 

Building  progToss  was  reasonable  and  a better  quality  of 
material  was  obtainable  and  standards  of  workmanship  were  higher. 
The  easing  of  controls  of  materials  has  contributed  to  this  end. 


Costs 

continue  to  rise  and 

appended  below  is  a 

statement  of  the 

rate 

of  increase  in  wages 

of  building  craftsmen 

Craftsmen 

and  labourers. 

Labourers 

1947 

- 51 

2/9  - 3/0-^ 

2/1^  - 2/7 

1952 

3/3i 

3/5I 

3/6| 

2/10 

1953 

3/- 

1954 

3/1 

1954 

3/8 

3/2^ 

1955 

7th  February 

3/8^ 

3/3 

1955 

18th  April 

3/11 

3/4f 

3/5J 

1956 

6th  February 

4/- 

1956 

l6th  April 

4/2^ 

4/6| 

3/8 

1957 

27th  T'ay 

3/11 

1958 

3rd  February 

4/- 

1958 

23rd  June 

4/7^ 

4/1 

Housing  development  by  private  enterprise  continued  on  a 
modest  scale  only^  9 houses  being  commenced  in  the  year.  The 
principal  difficulty  in  the  way  of  would-be  developers  is  the 
absence  of  suitable  building  land  within  the  town  urban  fence. 
Perhaps  some  major  contribution  to  the  overcoming  of  this 
difficulty  may  result  over  the  years  from  the  forthcoming  slum 
clearcince  schemes. 


Housing:  Reeairs . 

D'uring  the  year  some  1^000  disrepair  items  have  been  made 
good  either  by  contract  or  direct  labour.  The  average  cost  of 
painting  50  houses  at  Tithe  Estate  was  £8.  19.  2.  With  present 
staff  regular  repainting  is  impossible  and  tenders  for  repainting 
some  estates  should  be  asked  from  local  contractors.  The 
execution  of  this  v/ork  by  contractors  and  direct  labour  side  by 
side  will  produce  the  best  result  and  obviate  the  difficulties 
of  providing  full  employment  for  a large  number  of  painters 
d'uring  the  wunter.  Repairs  to  boundary  fencing  are  extensively 
required.  Some  work  has  already'  been  carried  out, 

Hechtrical  tubing  has  been  inserted  in  24  external  W.C.s. 
PolloT/ing  'hQsr<rj  frost  the  mechtrical  tubing  frost  precautions 
'.Torked  will  but  it  seems  difficult  to  justify  an  expenditure  of 
£250  to  cover  all  external  water  pipes  when  greater  care  by  tenant 
co'uld  obviate  the  need. 


It  7/ill  soon  be  possible  to  provide  full-time  em.ploym.ent 
for  another  handyman  plumber. 


Pear  applications  were  approved  during  the  year  to  v/hich 
the  Council  contribution  is  £423.  9.  9.  Considerable  work  is 
required  upon  each  of  these  applications  and  numerous  inquiries 
are  received  as  to  the  scope  of  the  grants.  There  is  little 
doubt  that  extensions  of  this  grant  aid  will  produce  great 
economies  in  f'arther  housing  programmaes. 


Slum  Clearance o 


During  the  year  a careful  and  lengthy  examination  of 
propertj'"  resulted  in  the  issue  of  demolition  and  closing  orders 
for  15  properties.  Some  24  houses  were  inspected  in  detail » 

The  Council's  plan  for  a five  year  clearance  scheme  resulted  in 
99  houses  being  earmarked  for  demolition.  Progress  in  respect 
of  modernisation  of  houses  remains  slov/. 


Plans  Approved , 

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

Miscellaneous  improvements  , . . . . . 
Miscellaneous  garages , etc  . . . . . . 
Recommendation  to  Isle  of  Ely 
County  Council  Planning 

oommrttee  ......o. 00.00.00.0.000. 


16  (including  Council  Houses) 

26 

28 


35 


Cemeteries  and  Open  Spaces  . 

The  n'ornher  of  interments  during  the  year  was  6l . The 
revised  arrangements  for  remioval  of  clay  from  the  site  have 
worked  reasonably  satisfactorily.  Crass  cutting  occupies 
most  of  the  time  during  the  summer  months.  The  greatest  handicap 
with  this  work  is  the  hand  clipping  around  grave  stones  and 
borders  5 and  if  this  could  be  reduced  by  introduction  of  speedier 
methods  I feel  that  the  Cemetery  appearance  could  be  improved 
without  additional  expense. 


The  Council  now  maintain  the  following  open  spaces  in 
addition  to  the  Cemeteries 


Recreation  Ground,  'lenny  Road  . . . , . . . , . . . 
Recreation  Ground,  Huntingdon  Road  .....o 

Miscellaneous  spaces,  Westbourne  Road  ... 
The  Green,  Burnsf ield  , ..o  ...  ..o ..... ...  . 

The  Green,  Wenny  Corner  . . . . . . .o  .......  . 

~ L iTo  Sii  d«e«ooeecooooo«o«oeooo«>eeoe« 
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I--0~j.S5  Refuse 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse  ......  .....o 0 . 1900 

'.Veekly  Cost  per  collection  point  ..................... 

The  recent  survey  of  neighbouring  authorities  shov^^ed  that 
this  weekly  cost  averaged  between  authorities  was  6d. 

Organisation  of  collection  remains  difficult  due  to  labour 
problems.  "Taste  paper  is  still  received  at  Grove  House  and  sold 
as  market  conditions  warrant.  The  baling  of  waste  paper  is 
carried  out  in  periods  of  wet  weather  and  forms  a useful  method 
of  employment  for  outside  '.rorkmen.  Recently  the  market  price 
has  im.proved  and,  provided  no  collection  rounds  are  made,  there 
is  no  cost  to  the  Authority. 

Disposal  at  Campole  Dump  continues.  The  Contractors  for 
disposal  of  light  scrap  and  tins  are  becoming  unreliable  and 
consideration  may  have  to  be  given  to  tin  baling  again  unless 
other  means  of  disposal  are  adopted.  Rat  infestation  at  the 
Dump  is  always  a problem  despite  vigorous  efforts  to  control 
outbreaks.  I feel  that  the  present  method  of  disposal  is 
■unhygienic  and  that  careful  consideration  should  be  given  to  the 
introduction  of  controlled  tipping  as  and  when  sites  can  be 
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surveyed.  The  major  problems  of  controlled  tipping  are  increased 
cost  5 lack  of  adequate  conscientious  labour  and  continual 
provision  of  inert  covering  soil  and  material.  It  may  be 
possible  to  use  treated  sewage  sludge  as  covering  material . - 

The  work  of  making  up  the  Gault  roadway  was  commenced 
during  the  year.  If  successful  this  operation  could  well 
delay  the  extension  of  Campole  Dump  for  some  years  and  produce 
a major  econom5''  in  operation  by  only  handling  refuse  once. 

Highv/ays , 

Total  mileage  of  roads  maintained  . . , , . . » , . . . , • , 5.93 

Numerous  minor  repairs  were  carried  out  and  a large 
number  of  minor  improvem.ents  and  repairs  are  still  outstanding. 

Street  scavenging  continues  but  shortage  of  labour  makes 
this  service  the  pariah  of  the  various  activities.  The  liason 
betv/een  the  Authority  and  the  County  Council  on  snow  clearing 
and  gritting  of  County  roads  v/orks  smoothly  and  has  ensured  a 
reasonably  safe  surface  to  most  roads  early  in  the  day  in  frosty 
periods . 

Street  lighting  of  the  shopping  centre  by  250  watt  mercury 
vapour  lamps  gives  adequate  conditions  for  pedestrian  and 
vehicular  traffic.  The  remainder  of  the  built  up  area  is  now 
provided  with  at  least  50%  Class  B lighting  and  provides  an 
adequate  safety'  factor  for  motorists  and  for  police  protection  work. 

Sewerage  and  Sev/age  Disposal . 


No  major  flooding  took  place.  Bridge  Street  sewer  still 
requires  careful  regular  maintenance.  Outfalls  and  sev/ers  have 
been  regularly  treated  for  rat  infestation  with  good  results. 

The  Acre  Fen  Sewage  plant  continues  to  produce  good 
quality  effluent.  Some  difficulty  is  experienced  in  low 
voltage  periods  v/hen  coils  tend  to  burn  out  and  in  clearing 
sludge  beds  in  wet  weather.  Disposal  of  dried  slp.dge  to  local 
farmers  provides  satisfactory j if  unproductive y final  disposal. 

Some  difficulty  in  disposal  is  being  experienced  at 
Nightlayer  Drove. 

Closet  accomiriodation  in  the  town  area  is  v/holly  v/ater  borne. 


f, ' 


PREVENTION  OF  DA^y^QE  BY  PESTS  ACT  c 1949. 

REPORT  FOR  TV/ELVE  MONTHS  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  lOSS 


i 

i 

TYPE  OP  PROPERTY  } 

Non  Agricultural 

i 

i 

Local 

A.uthority 

(1) 

Dwelling 
Houses  ; 
(incl.  1 
Council  i 
Houses) 

(2)  1 

1 

All  other 
( incl . 
business 
premises) 

(3) 

Total 

of 

Columns 

1,2, 

& 3c 

(4) 

Agri- 

cul- 

tural 

(5) 

Nun’oer  of  properties 
in  Local  Authoritj^’ s 
district 

H 

J 

1 

; 

IBS'S 

3oO 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a 
result  of 
a)  Notification 

f 

s 

— 

f 

b ) Survey  under 
the  Act 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ~ 

c)  Otherwise  (e.g. 
•vhen  visited 
primarily  for 
some  other 
p-^jr  po  s e ) 

Total  inspections 
carried  out  incl . 
re-inspections 

— 

- 

- 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sec* 11 ) 
which  are  found  to  be 
irh’ested  by 
a)  Rats  Najor 

Minor 

- 

- 

, 

H- 

<o 

13 

b)  Mice  Major 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor 

— 

— 

— 

N'rmber  of  infested 
properties  (in  5eCc 

IV ) treated  by  L.A* 
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H- 
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! 

\'3 

Total  Treatments 
carried  out  incl . 
re- treatments 
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FACTORIES  ACTSo  1957  & 19U8 

ARmJAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN 'respect  of  the  year  1958 

FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  CHATTERIS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector). 


1 

■ 

Numb  er 

Number  of 

\ 

j Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

! Factories  in  which 

Secs . 1 y2  y3 & 6 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

1 

4- 

f 

Factories  not 
included  in  1 
(in  which  Sec. 7 
is  enforced  by 

Local  Authority) . 

1 4-1 

1 Other  premises  in 
' which  Sec,  7 is 
i eP-forced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers premises. 

Total 

2c  Cases  in  which  defects  were  fo'an.dc 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  v/hich  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  v/hich 
prose- 
cutions 

were 

Insti- 

tuted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

to  H.M 
Inspector 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of 
Cleanliness 

cs 

■:x. 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors 

— 

Sanitary 

C onveni enc  e s 

Insufficient 

'Jnsui  table 
or 

Defective 

r 

1 

j 

i 

i 

Total  j b 

i 

i — ---- 

b 

— 

■ 

. 

■ 

1 

>1 
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HOUSING  POSITION  AT  31st  DECEMBER  o 19’^’^ 


POST  W/J^  HOUSING 

Council 

Private 

Enterprise 

Housing 

Association 

Total  numUer  let  in 
j contract 

-)  . M 

oi  { 

1 

-i- 

fi  \ 

! 

Total  number  completed 
and  occupied 

Ill 

Total  completed  during 

I 19^'^  (included  in  total 

number  completed  above) 

|(o 

I'-i  1 5^ 

1 Under  construction 

— 

* 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


• « 

1 

i 

! 

» 

Cattle  1 

ExclLiding 
Cows 

Cows 

1 

Calves  : 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

- - 1 

Pigs 

Horses 

1 

’ Num'ber  killed  (if 
' known) 

3^.o 

i 

' 

i53  \ 

- 

j Nuniber  inspected 

^4.0 

- 

- 

■5 'll 

15i3i 

-- 

' All  disease  except 
: Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i Carcases  of  which 
' some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

1\ 

— 

Percentage  of  the 
i number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
. cysticerci 

{-o6 

- 

: Tuberculosis  onELy 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

- 

- 

■ 

. Carcases  of  which 
some  p-.-rt  or  organ 
v/as  condemned 

lo 

- 

- 

\-{ 

- 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
^ affected  v/ith 
tub  er  cul  o s i s 

— 

-■ 

1*3^ 

- 

Cysticercosis 
Carcases  of  v/hich 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

-- 

~ 

- 

— 

~ 

— 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

_ 

i 

i 

— • 

— 

. Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

— 

— 

* 

1 

~ 

! 

EOTZ;-  Of  the pigs  inspected  v?ere  accepted  for 

the  deadweight'  guarantee  payment  of  the  Ministry 
of  Pood, 


•-  f--* 
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*■ 
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SUMFiARY  OF  FOOD  INSPECTIONS  1958 


1 o Nun'ber  of  Pood  Premises 


Milk  Producers 
Milk  Retailers 
Bakers 


Cafes 

Hotels 


1 Fishmongers 

2 Grocers 

4 Butchers 

3 Greengrocers 
6 


4 

21 

9 

8 


2 c Number  of  -premises  registered  under  Section  1 6 of 
the  Food  & Drugs  A( lumber  of  Dairi_es 

registered  under  the  Milk  &_  DajLr_i es  Regulations , 1 949-54 


Ice  Cream  Retailers 
Ice  Cream  Producers 
Sausage  Producers,  etc 
Number  of  Dairies 


16 

1 

9 

3 


3.  Number  of  Inspections  of  Registered  Pood  Prem.ises  1 1 64 
Number  of  Inspections  of  Pood  Premises  incl  „ above  1342 

4.  Condemned  food  is  disposed  of  by  burning  in  the  refuse 
incinerator,  except  for  large  articles  and  tinned  foods 
’.vhich  are  norm.ally  buried  with  four  feet  of  cover  and 
surrounded  with  a nine-inch  layer  of  quicklime c 

5o  The  total  quantity  of  food  condemned  during  the  year  is 
as  under : - 


Pork 

Beef 


182  IbSc 


143.6  lbs  c 


Mutton 

Pish 


30  IbSc 
18  lbs o 


Tiruied  Foods 


Meat 

Milk 

Fruit  and  miscellaneous 


54  IbSo 

13  ptsc 
97^  lbs 


